Lesson Plan

	GEOGRAPHY NATIONAL CURRICULUM – KEY STAGE THREE

	Date/Time:


	Class:

	Level: 

	Ability:


	No. of            

Children:  

	Topic/Unit: Water Use


	Focus for lesson: The Hydrological Cycle


	Key Words: Evaporation, Condensation, Precipitation, Runoff, Infiltration


	Resources: PowerPoint “water cycle”, Blank outline of the cycle, Coloured pencils, homework sheet.


	Lesson Objectives:

· Understand that water is part if a continuous process driven by the sun and gravity.
· Explain how water moves and changes from one form to another.

· How are water supplies continuously replenished.

	Key Skills/Curricular Links (Literacy/Numeracy/ICT):

Geography, Science


	Starter:
· Watch a short video of the water cycle.
	Time
4mins

	Main Activities:
1. Go through the slideshow and answer the blank sentences.

2. Explain that all water on earth is currently in one of the stages of the water cycle. Randomly pick a beginning point, stressing that there is no beginning or end to the water cycle. Be sure the students understand that the sun is the driving force behind this process. 
3. Hand out a copy of the unlabeled water cycle diagram, one per student.
4. Complete the ‘Can you label the water cycle’.
5. Have students label the ocean. Then, colour an arrow above the ocean blue (for water). Ask them what process the arrow represents, and ask the students to label EVAPORATION . Explain that water also evaporates from land or even from plants (called transpiration). Students write water vapour in the empty space since it's invisible.

6. Briefly explain the concept of relief and how water can do one of two things once it falls on land: flow above ground until it reaches a water body (RUNOFF -- label and colour) or percolate down through soil due to gravity (INFILTRATION -- label and colour).

7. Explain how RUNOFF eventually evaporates, beginning the cycle again. It may reach the ocean before it evaporates, or it may not.

8. The water that soaked into the ground does not stay still. It moves as GROUNDWATER FLOW. The water eventually returns to the surface at a spring or water body, allowing the cycle to continue. 
	5mins
3mins

25mins

5mins

5mins



	Plenary:
· On the bottom of the water cycle handout, in one sentence explain what has been learnt in today’s lesson. Choose a selection to be read out.
	5mins


