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Year 8 English

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Class Animal Imaginative | World Talent TV - | Language
Reader - Rights - Writing - Poetry - Non-fiction | Development
@ | reading a Non-fiction | Fiction studying a reading and
2 | novel reading, reading and | selection of | writing
= writing and | writing poems from
spoken other
language cultures
End of unit | Endof unit | Endof unit | End of unit | End of unit | Teacher
405: written written written assessment: | written Assessment
g assessment: | assessment: | assessment: | analysis and | assessment:
§ analysis of | analysis of | a creative comparison | non-fiction
< | an extract an extract writing task | of two writing tasks
poems
Building on English builds knowledge by teaching and then revisiting crucial skills

Prior Learning | linked to reading, writing and spoken language. Prior learning and
knowledge is addressed and recapped frequently as schemes of work
progress or when a new one is started.

Links with The department has close links with humanities, especially History and
other subjects | Geography. Understanding context (social, political, geographical and
historical) is extremely important when studying poems and texts in Year
8, such as ‘Animal Farm’, ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ and World
Poetry.

There are also links to PSHE, especially when considering the Animal
Rights and World Poetry Units: these have been designed to encourage
students to consider their own moral and social responsibilities.

There are explicit links with Music and Drama, especially considering
performance poetry and theatrical representations of texts.

Extracurricular | There are opportunities to explore texts through drama within the Year 8
opportunities | curriculum. Students are encouraged to take part in national writing
competitions. Students are regularly encouraged to read for pleasure.

A successful A successful English student will be constantly developing their ability to
learner in this | read for meaning, such as exploring a writer’s craft and reader response,
subject will as well as probing subtext. Students will be able to demonstrate their
demonstrate ability to develop their own writing skills, looking to develop vocabulary
and showcase the ability to vary punctuation and sentence structures.
Impact on English will enable students to build confidence through discussion and
personal spoken language. It will also allow students to develop crucial life skills

development | such as resilience, co-operation, building arguments and adapting
vocabulary for audience and purpose. Through reading and writing,
students should be equipped with appropriate literacy skills designed for
life beyond education. We also hope to encourage independent thinking

skills and problem solving.
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Ways to support student learning in this subject

1 Encourage students to read an array of fiction genres independently: crime,
mystery, fantasy, drama, gothic, dystopian.

1 Encourage students to read a variety of non-fiction texts: biographies,
autobiographies, newspapers, articles, leaflets, speeches, guides, informative texts.

1 Encourage students to write for pleasure.

1 Encourage students to build a ‘word bank’ - document new vocabulary learned
throughout the year and frequently attempt to use this in day-to-day conversation.

1 Encourage students to complete their homework.

1 Use BBC Bitesize to practise skills relating to spelling, punctuation and grammar.
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Year 8 Mathematics

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Integers, Lines, shapes | Ratio and Fractions, Forming and Statistical
powers and and angles proportion; decimals and | solving enquiry;
& | roots; Constructions | Simplifying & | percentages; | equations; Presenting
8— Calculations and loci; Substitution; Area and transformatio | and
~ | and accuracy; | Fractions, Measures perimeter; ns; interpreting
Sequences decimals and Sequences Number recap | data
percentages and functions.
» | Baseline test | Written test | Written test | Written test End of year
0 PPE
2
<
Building on Maths builds knowledge by revisiting sequenced topics. Recapping prior

Prior Learning

learning before further teaching ensures that students link ideas and see how
lessons fit together in a logical manner.

Links with
other subjects

The department has close links with other subjects, particularly science, music
and subjects such as Economics and Business Studies. Topics include the use
of fractions, decimals and percentages; proportion; graphical representations;
standard form; order of operations; accuracy and interpreting data.

Extracurricular
opportunities

Count Me In runs every week. Students are encouraged to participate in
House competitions run throughout the year. The Access class competes in
the Sumdog county and national challenges. D and R groups participate in the
UKMT Junior Maths Challenge, giving our best mathematicians the opportunity
to compete against others from schools. Trips such as a Bletchley Park visit
enable students to see maths in action.

A successful
learner in this

Successful maths students will be well organised and be fluent with numbers.
Learning from their mistakes, successful students will know their tables and use

subject will logic, reasoning and organised thought to work through problems, looking to
demonstrate | find solutions rather than giving up.

Impact on Maths will help students to become logical thinkers, problems solvers and will
personal help them to develop resilience. They will be able to apply mathematics in

development

other subjects.

Ways to support student learning in this subject

1 encourage them to learn their times tables up to 12
1 encourage the use of mental arithmetic e.g. working out change in a shop, or percentage
changes in a sale, or working out the speed or time of a journey

T
T

making sure that homework is always completed on time
be positive about maths - being ‘rubbish’ at maths is not something to brag about
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Year 8 Science

Autumn1 | Autumn 2 | Spring1 Spring 2 Summer1 | Summer 2
Biology | Chemistry | Physics | Biology B - Chemistry | Physics B -
@ | A-Cells | A- A- Interdependence | B - Electromagnetism
Q Particles | Energy Reactions
= and
forces
End of unit | End of unit End of unit | End of unit synoptic | End of unit End of unit synoptic
synoptic synoptic synoptic assessment (Section synoptic assessment (Section A:
assessment | assessment assessment | A: Biology B content; | assessment Physics B content; Section
+— | (Section A: | (Section A: (Section A: | Section B: Biology A, | (Section A: B: Biology A, Chemistry A,
G Biology A Chemistry A | Physics A Chemistry A, Physics | Chemistry B | Physics A, Biology B,
g content; content; content; A) content; Chemistry B).
@ | Section B: Section B: Section B: Section B:
27 skills Biology A Biology A Biology A, End of year skills exam
content) and skills and Chemistry A,
content) Chemistry Physics A,
A) Biology B)
Building on Prior knowledge of life processes, habitats, particles and energy. End of unit assessments are

Prior Learning

synoptic assessing content taught throughout the year. Learning components at the start of
lessons remind students of prior learning and point out links to previous topics.

Links with
other subjects

Maths - fractions, percentages, graphs, calculating means, use of equations. Food - following
methods, importance of nutrition. English - comprehension and literacy skills. PE - the benefits of
exercise.

Extracurricular
opportunities

STEM Ambassadors will make visits to school. Themed activities for British Science Week. Space
extravaganza week held in collaboration with Science and Technology Facilities Council.

A successful
learner in this

Students will have made a successful transition into secondary Science; working independently,
with practical dexterity, good organisation and efficient time management. Students will have
developed a solid foundation relating to the fundamental ideas and working scientifically.

subject will

demonstrate

Impact on Science will help students to become logical thinkers and problem solvers with a better
personal understanding of the world around them. Demonstrating resilience and the ability to consider

development

moral and ethical implications of scientific developments.

Ways to support student learning in this subject

E

Encourage the completion of homework.

Encourage discussion of science issues that arise in the news.
Watch science documentaries together.

Discuss science lessons and their progress.

Encourage a positive attitude towards science.
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Year 8 Design & Technology

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer1 Summer 2
Graphic Tea Light Modular Modular CADCAM Bling Ring
Communicatio | Project Wooden Wooden Headphone | Project
n Project Making a Toy Project | Toy Project | Wrap Manufacturing
Drawing in 2D product |dentifying Planning the | Project using
and 3D using wood | target manufacture | Using digital | polymers and
@ | Isometric and metal markets of a product | technology | jigs
2 | Drawing Material Writing a Making to design
| Rendering properties specification | several and create
Health and Initial ideas components | products
Safety and to be
Passport modelling of | assembled
ideas
Baseline Test Assessment | Assessment | Assessment | Assessment | End of year
Ongoing of practical | of creative of making of iterative | written
+ | formative skills and and and approach to | assessment
g | assessment in H&S designing evaluating designing
§ lessons knowledge | skills skills End of
2 | End of Project Technical project
< | summative knowledge summative
assessment test assessment
Building on Students arriving at DSHS will have had a limited and differing experience of

Prior Learning

D&T at the middle schools. The focus of the Year 8 curriculum is to develop their
graphic communication and designing skills in order for students to be able to
express their ideas. In addition we are helping them to have an awareness of
workshop rules and expectations as well as making students feel comfortable
and confident when using a range of hand tool techniques and machinery.

Links with other

subjects

This subject links with Art (sketching and creative skills), Business (income,
economy, industry) Science (biomimicry, investigations, properties of materials,
energy, forces and electronics - remember technology is the appliance of
science!), English (annotation, evaluation, instructional and descriptive language,
literacy links, extended writing), Geography (designing solutions to global issues
such as climate change, ethical sourcing of materials, energy production), History
(industrial revolution, inventions that changed the world), ICT (word processing,
research, graphs, data processing, programming and CADCAM - computer aided
design and computer aided manufacture), Maths (weights and measures,
quantities, costings, graphs, analysis of data, geometry).

Extracurricular
opportunities

Students are able to participate in after school D&T clubs including the exciting
Vex |Q Robotics Club (Spring term onwards). On Tuesday Evenings students can
continue to develop their class projects at our KS3 D&T Club.

A successful
learner in this

There are four strands in D&T; designing, making, technical knowledge and
evaluating. When designing a successful learner will be aware of target markets
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subject will and social, moral, environmental and sustainability issues, analyse existing
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demonstrate products, research design influences, create a design specification, generate
variety of feasible design ideas, use scale models/CAD/sketching to develop
ideas through a sequence of iterations. When making a successful learner will be
able to assemble, make and finish demanding products, demonstrating skills in
using a wide variety of equipment and materials including CAM as well as
applying quality control during manufacture. In evaluating designs and final
products, a successful learner will use a range of appropriate testing techniques
to ascertain the commercial viability of the design. Technical knowledge will be
in evidence throughout the other three strands and the student should be able
to prepare detailed instructions that could be used by a third party to
manufacture a design.

Impact on Design and Technology opens up a wide range of opportunities to explore a
personal range of issues from the world around us. Students are encouraged to work
development
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